
Originally formed in 1980, as the Genealogical So-

ciety of Tasmania, the Tasmanian Family History 

Society Inc. is an incorporated body run entirely by 

volunteers.  It has around 800 members across four 

branches, of which Hobart is the largest and has its 

headquarters at Bellerive.  A significant number of 

members live interstate.  

The Hobart Branch consists of a management com-

mittee, specialist roles and multiple projects. It pro-

duces a quarterly journal and monthly member 

newsletters.  It has an active DNA Interest group 

and provides a paid research query service to both 

members and non-members. It is also an accredited 

Family Search affiliate library . 

As a member you will also have access to our 

members-only website which boasts  a growing col-

lection of unique resources.  

Our Services 

The Branch continues to produce a wide range of 

publications; available for use in-house (free) or for 

sale.  It organises a monthly general meeting with 

guest speakers on a wide range of interesting, fami-

ly history related topics. 

The Branch also contributes to special events such 

as Seniors Week and National Family History 

month, by for example, partnering with other local 

organisations for open days and offering public 

talks on a range of family history related subjects. 

Situated at 19 Cambridge Road in the historic Old 

Bellerive Post Office with its prominent clock tow-

er, our library provides a convenient venue for re-

searchers. The library is staffed by volunteer mem-

bers who are always willing to help and houses a 

huge number and variety of paper, book, micro-

fiche, film and computer-based resources.    

Many TFHS Inc. publications are also available for 

sale. 

 Generally, it is open Tuesday afternoon, Wednesday 

morning and Saturday afternoon. But library opening 

hours can vary at short notice due to unforeseen cir-

cumstances; these are always updated on our web-

site.  

Admission to the Branch Library is free to members, 

but there is a cost of $10 per person for non-

members, with some interstate reciprocal arrange-

ments.  

There is something happening for groups of mem-

bers most days of the week. Our Monday group has a 

fun day working together on indexing projects; most 

recently focussed on undertaker records.  Various 

committees meet, membership maintenance and ad-

ministration tasks are undertaken. 

When you visit the library there will always be vol-

unteer library assistants on-hand.  You can work on 

your own using our resources, ask for occasional 

help in locating something or you can ask for quite 

intensive support.  

Our Resources 

The library has a wide range of resources in many 

formats. We have older microfiche, films, CDs, 

books, family files, and computer resources.  A mas-

sive amount of data, much of it unique, is available 

to search across our library computers.  We add new 

resources every month to our ever-growing collec-

tions.   

All of these resources can contribute to successful 

research, with skilled volunteer help always on-hand.  

Library books are indexed under the Dewey system. 

While we still have a range of index cards, most of 
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ur records have been updated and converted to a 

digital format and indexed so they can be searched 

using our library computers.  For example, Mercu-

ry birth, deaths and marriage indexes were once on 

paper library index cards but are now fully digital, 

allowing multiple people to access instantly.  Here  

are a few of the records and indexes we have: 

 IGI/FamilySearch. The International Gene-

alogical Index, IGI, now better known as Family 

Search was originally issued in microfiche. The 

library holds a set of 1992 fiche for UK and a 

1988 set for the world.  While these records are 

now available online at FamilySearch.com, it can 

sometimes be worthwhile checking the fiche, as 

this was the first index and mistakes do occur 

when transferring indexes from one format to an-

other. 

 The Phillimore Atlas and Index to UK 

parish registers. This is the bible for UK re-

search! It provides details of the dates for which 

the registers are available, whether they are avail-

able on the IGI, where the registers are kept, and 

the registration district, if this is different. 

 We also have the Scottish Old Parish Rec-

ords or ‘OPRs’ for births and marriages on fiche 

and, although these are available online through 

Scotland’s People, these are also worth checking. 

 Headstone transcriptions have been com-

pleted for most Tasmanian cemeteries, although 

not all the most recent burials. These folders con-

tain a straight alphabetical run for cemeteries by 

area, which can make it easier to locate families 

where members have been buried in different cem-

eteries. There are also folders containing plans. 

Hobart Undertaker or  

Funeral Records 

These are the forms completed by the undertaker 

at the time a burial or cremation is being arranged.  

While they vary from firm to firm and year to year 

they all generally contain: 

• age 

• place of birth 

• place of death 

• cemetery where buried, and 

• next of kin 

They often contain more, and sometimes they con-

tain little nuggets of information. Availability de-

pends on: 

• Whether records were kept in the first place. 

• Whether the records have survived. 

• Whether the undertaker has allowed us access 

to index them. (Most have) 

All records have been photographed and stored 

digitally on our computers.  Staff will happily copy 

the appropriate record, which can be very informa-

tive. 

 These records are an invaluable asset to any his-

torian interested in families from the Hobart area, 

and especially so for: 

•  deaths that occur after 1930 when the Tasma-

nian Federation Index to Deaths ceases 

• deaths not published in any newspaper, and 

• deaths after 1954 when information ceases for 

all Tasmanian newspapers on TROVE. 

Our Undertaker records are unique.  They repre-

sent a huge investment of resources by our volun-

teers and are only accessible to the public in our Li-

brary. 

 Newspaper Indexes. While much of the in-

formation is available on TROVE, the indexes will 

enable you to hone in on a date, which saves a lot of 

time. 

 The Weekly Courier Index to Photographs, 

BDM Notices and Personal Items of interest to Fam-

ily Historians. This is one of many on-going projects 

by the Launceston Branch. 

 Other branches continue to index Family No-

tices in newspapers in their local areas 

 Irish Records. These indexes, in alphabetical 

order, cover Irish transportation to Australia.  The 

library also has a number of books on Irish and oth-

er transportees and immigrant arrivals. 

 Family Histories. We have an ever-growing 

collection of donated family files and charts and up-

loaded family histories. Most are donations – often 

this is a form of ‘Thank you’ for our help with re-

search.  They are indexed in the card catalogue and 

members and visitors are welcome to consult them. 

Generally, these will not include living family mem-

bers. 



 An award is offered each year for a Tas-

manian family history book. 

We also have: 

• A selection of shipping records 

• A range of genealogy and’ how to’ books 

• Various parish and probate records 

• Australian history – often donated, and can 

set the scene, or provide names. 

• General History Books 

• Indexes to the Hobart Town Gazette and to 

various asylums 

Recent additions. are generally on display. 

 CD Resources.  The library has, over the 

years, acquired many CDs. Most have been up-

loaded to a central drive and can be accessed 

through our in-house computers. 

Indexes 

 Copies of many published Indexes, often 

by Hobart or other Branches or members. For 

example, long serving member Joyce Purtscher 

has produced many indexes by transcribing 

original records, usually from Tasmania Ar-

chives, for example:  

• Applications for Queen's Orphanage Ho-

bart Town 1858 - 1878 

•  Deaths at General Hospital Hobart  

•  Tasmanian Index of Children and Families 

contained in files of SWD1 (Neglected 

Children's Dept) 

Journals.  

 We purchase or exchange with other soci-

eties a small range of journals. Some are now 

sent digitally, so these are printed; others are 

donated by members.  They are always worth 

consulting or contact us to ask for help. 

CSI 

The Comprehensive Subject Index project be-

gan some years ago with the aim of indexing 

names in family histories. Since then, the pro-

ject has grown and today it is a searchable data-

base of references to named people, objects, 

places or events. The data has been compiled by 

TFHS Inc. volunteers over many years from the 

contents of publications in TFHS Inc. Branch Li-

braries. 

You will find details and page numbers of books 

and other publications where names are mentioned. 

Resources such as the undertaker’s indexes are 

transferred to the CSI. It is a great way to do quick 

searches across a vast range of our library re-

sources.  

It does not yet cover all our publications yet, and 

we are always looking for more volunteer indexers. 

FamilySearch Affiliate  

Library - Visit us! 

FamilySearch is a major genealogy site with a very 

impressive record collection, spanning over five 

billion record images and growing at a rapid rate. 

That’s fewer records than Ancestry.com or MyHer-

itage, but it's still a massive number and, unlike the 

others, FamilySearch is totally free to use, as it's 

owned and funded by The Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-day Saints. 

Resources include: 

• Birth, christening, marriage, death and burial 

records 

• Census and probate records 

• Military, immigration and legal records 

• Newspapers 

• Yearbooks 

• Video tutorials and 100,000+ research articles 

• Family trees 

• Photos and maps 

 

Some of the vast number of images freely available 

from FamilySearch are unique to that site, and oth-

ers can otherwise only be accessed through pay 

sites. 

There is one drawback and that is that the legal 

conditions under which FamilySearch has been 

granted access to copy and index records mean that 

copies of many original images are only available 



by physically attending the Family History Li-

brary in Salt Lake City, a FamilySearch family 

history centre (only one is currently operating in 

Tasmania) or an accredited affiliate library.  

That is where we come in because Hobart Branch 

is the first FamilySearch affiliate library in Tasma-

nia. Both members and visitors can now access all 

those restricted images that previously required a 

visit to the FamilySearch Centre. 

DNA Interest Group 

DNA testing has grown from a novelty to an es-

sential part of any serious family historian’s tool-

kit. But it is far from straight forward.  

From whom to test with, to starting to making 

sense of what is often a huge number of potential 

matches can be quite bewildering.  We are lucky 

to have had a pioneer in understanding DNA 

matching who has convened our Interest Group 

since 2015. It meets monthly. We provide support 

to those thinking about testing right through to 

more complex analysis such as identifying parents 

of adopted children.  

We have had the pleasure of watching many 

longstanding family history brick walls be broken 

down by our members using DNA. Many report 

that, on their own, they would never have 

achieved these breakthroughs. 

 

In conclusion, while it is true that much family his-

tory research can now be conducted at home using 

the internet there is still a need for societies like 

ours.  You get personal assistance, a wide selection 

of family history books, some of which are rare and 

hard to find, and resources such as our undertaker 

records and cemetery indexes that are not accessible 

anywhere else and of course unpublished family his-

tories. 

We hope that you will be able to visit our library 

and see for yourself, remembering that up-to-date 

contact information and opening hours are always 

available from our website. 

If you are not able to visit, remember that we also 

have a research service that can help you.   

Find Us 

Call in:  19 Cambridge Road in the historic Old 

Bellerive Post Office.   

Opening hours: see our website 

Email us:  secretary@hobart.tasfhs.org  

Phone:  03 6245 9351  

Website:  www.hobart.tasfhs.org 

 

Join Us 
Australian Membership costs: 

$50.00 annually for individuals or 

$60.00 for joint members (2 people at one address)  

Australian individual concession $40.00 or  

Australian joint concession $50.00   

(Other options are on our website. www.hobartt.tasfhs.org) 

Join online at www.tasfhs.org/join.php or call in at our library 

You will receive our monthly email newsletter, our quarterly journal and free ac-

cess to all Tasmanian branch libraries and our growing members-only website. 
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